2014 NATIONAL SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
AND

NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE STANDARDS
ALIGNMENT
C (HIGH SCHOOL) DIVISION
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY – This event encompasses the anatomy and physiology of selected body systems, this year limited to
neurons, integumentary, and immune systems.
HS-LS1
HS-LS1 From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes
HS-LS1-1. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the structure of DNA determines the structure of proteins
which carry out the essential functions of life through systems of specialized cells. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include
identification of specific cell or tissue types, whole body systems, specific protein structures and functions, or the biochemistry of protein synthesis.]

HS-LS1-2. Develop and use a model to illustrate the hierarchical organization of interacting systems that provide specific
functions within multicellular organisms. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on functions at the organism system level such as nutrient uptake,
water delivery, and organism movement in response to neural stimuli. An example of an interacting system could be an artery depending on the proper function of
elastic tissue and smooth muscle to regulate and deliver the proper amount of blood within the circulatory system.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not
include interactions and functions at the molecular or chemical reaction level.]

HS-LS1-3. Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence that feedback mechanisms maintain homeostasis.
[Clarification Statement: Examples of investigations could include heart rate response to exercise, stomate response to moisture and temperature, and root
development in response to water levels.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include the cellular processes involved in the feedback mechanism.]

HS-LS1-4. Use a model to illustrate the role of cellular division (mitosis) and differentiation in producing and maintaining
complex organisms. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include specific gene control mechanisms or rote memorization of the steps of mitosis.]
HS-LS1-5. Use a model to illustrate how photosynthesis transforms light energy into stored chemical energy. [Clarification
Statement: Emphasis is on illustrating inputs and outputs of matter and the transfer and transformation of energy in photosynthesis by plants and other
photosynthesizing organisms. Examples of models could include diagrams, chemical equations, and conceptual models.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does
not include specific biochemical steps.]

HS-LS1-6. Construct and revise an explanation based on evidence for how carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen from sugar
molecules may combine with other elements to form amino acids and/or other large carbon-based molecules. [Clarification
Statement: Emphasis is on using evidence from models and simulations to support explanations.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include the details
of the specific chemical reactions or identification of macromolecules.]

HS-LS1-7. Use a model to illustrate that cellular respiration is a chemical process whereby the bonds of food molecules and
oxygen molecules are broken and the bonds in new compounds are formed resulting in a net transfer of energy. [Clarification
Statement: Emphasis is on the conceptual understanding of the inputs and outputs of the process of cellular respiration.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment should
not include identification of the steps or specific processes involved in cellular respiration.]

A STRONOMY – Students will demonstrate an understanding of the basic concepts of math and physics relating to stellar evolution
and variable stars.
HS-ESS1-2, 3
HS-ESS1 Earth’s Place in the Universe
HS-ESS1-2. Construct an explanation of the Big Bang theory based on astronomical evidence of light spectra, motion of
distant galaxies, and composition of matter in the universe. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the astronomical evidence of the red shift of
light from galaxies as an indication that the universe is currently expanding, the cosmic microwave background as the remnant radiation from the Big Bang, and the
observed composition of ordinary matter of the universe, primarily found in stars and interstellar gases (from the spectra of electromagnetic radiation from stars),
which matches that predicted by the Big Bang theory (3/4 hydrogen and 1/4 helium).]

HS-ESS1-3. Communicate scientific ideas about the way stars, over their life cycle, produce elements. [Clarification Statement:
Emphasis is on the way nucleosynthesis, and therefore the different elements created, varies as a function of the mass of a star and the stage of its lifetime.]
[Assessment Boundary: Details of the many different nucleosynthesis pathways for stars of differing masses are not assessed.]
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Alignment to Next Generation Science Standards

B OOMILEVER – Students will design and build the most efficient boomilever.
Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

B UNGEE D ROP – Students will provide one elastic cord which they will use to get a container as close as possible to, without
touching, a landing surface.
HS-PS3-1, 3; Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
HS-PS3 Energy
HS-PS3-1. Create a computational model to calculate the change in the energy of one component in a system when the
change in energy of the other component(s) and energy flows in and out of the system are known. [Clarification Statement:
Emphasis is on explaining the meaning of mathematical expressions used in the model.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to basic algebraic
expressions or computations; to systems of two or three components; and to thermal energy, kinetic energy, and/or the energies in gravitational, magnetic, or
electric fields.]

HS-PS3-3. Design, build, and refine a device that works within given constraints to convert one form of energy into another
form of energy.* [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on both qualitative and quantitative evaluations of devices. Examples of devices could include Rube
Goldberg devices, wind turbines, solar cells, solar ovens, and generators. Examples of constraints could include use of renewable energy forms and efficiency.]
[Assessment Boundary: Assessment for quantitative evaluations is limited to total output for a given input. Assessment is limited to devices constructed with
materials provided to students.]

Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information
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C HEM L AB – Students will demonstrate chemistry laboratory skills related to equilibrium and chemical reactions/stoichiometry.
HS-PS1-1, 2, 3, 6, 7
HS-PS1 Matter and Its Interactions
HS-PS1-1. Use the periodic table as a model to predict the relative properties of elements based on the patterns of electrons
in the outermost energy level of atoms. [Clarification Statement: Examples of properties that could be predicted from patterns could include reactivity
of metals, types of bonds formed, numbers of bonds formed, and reactions with oxygen.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to main group elements.
Assessment does not include quantitative understanding of ionization energy beyond relative trends.]

HS-PS1-2. Construct and revise an explanation for the outcome of a simple chemical reaction based on the outermost
electron states of atoms, trends in the periodic table, and knowledge of the patterns of chemical properties. [Clarification
Statement: Examples of chemical reactions could include the reaction of sodium and chlorine, of carbon and oxygen, or of carbon and hydrogen.] [Assessment
Boundary: Assessment is limited to chemical reactions involving main group elements and combustion reactions.]

HS-PS1-3. Plan and conduct an investigation to gather evidence to compare the structure of substances at the bulk scale to
infer the strength of electrical forces between particles. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on understanding the strengths of forces between
particles, not on naming specific intermolecular forces (such as dipole-dipole). Examples of particles could include ions, atoms, molecules, and networked materials
(such as graphite). Examples of bulk properties of substances could include the melting point and boiling point, vapor pressure, and surface tension.] [Assessment
Boundary: Assessment does not include Raoult’s law calculations of vapor pressure.]

HS-PS1-6. Refine the design of a chemical system by specifying a change in conditions that would produce increased
amounts of products at equilibrium.* [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the application of Le Chatlier’s Principle and on refining designs of
chemical reaction systems, including descriptions of the connection between changes made at the macroscopic level and what happens at the molecular level.
Examples of designs could include different ways to increase product formation including adding reactants or removing products.] [Assessment Boundary:
Assessment is limited to specifying the change in only one variable at a time. Assessment does not include calculating equilibrium constants and concentrations.]

HS-PS1-7. Use mathematical representations to support the claim that atoms, and therefore mass, are conserved during a
chemical reaction. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on using mathematical ideas to communicate the proportional relationships between masses of atoms
in the reactants and the products, and the translation of these relationships to the macroscopic scale using the mole as the conversion from the atomic to the
macroscopic scale. Emphasis is on assessing students’ use of mathematical thinking and not on memorization and rote application of problem-solving techniques.]
[Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include complex chemical reactions.]

C IRCUIT L AB – Students will compete in activities involving knowledge of direct current (DC) Electrical Circuits.
Science and Engineering Practices 2, 4, 5, 6
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
4.
5.
6.

Developing and using models
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)

C OMPOUND M ACHINES – Students will perform activities and answer questions related to simple and compound machines.
Science and Engineering Practices 2, 4, 5, 6
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
4.
5.
6.

Developing and using models
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
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D ESIGNER G ENES – Students will solve problems using Molecular Genetics and Biotechnology.
HS-LS3-1, 2, 3
HS-LS3 Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits
HS-LS3-1. Ask questions to clarify relationships about the role of DNA and chromosomes in coding the instructions for
characteristic traits passed from parents to offspring. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include the phases of meiosis or the
biochemical mechanism of specific steps in the process.]

HS-LS3-2. Make and defend a claim based on evidence that inheritable genetic variations may result from: (1) new genetic
combinations through meiosis, (2) viable errors occurring during replication, and/or (3) mutations caused by
environmental factors. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on using data to support arguments for the way variation occurs.] [Assessment Boundary:
Assessment does not include the phases of meiosis or the biochemical mechanism of specific steps in the process.]

HS-LS3-3. Apply concepts of statistics and probability to explain the variation and distribution of expressed traits in a
population. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the use of mathematics to describe the probability of traits as it relates to genetic and environmental factors
in the expression of traits.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include Hardy-Weinberg calculations.]

D ISEASE D ETECTIVES – This event requires students to apply principles of epidemiology to a real-life health situation or
problem with a focus on environmental quality.
HS-ETS1-2, 3; Science and Engineering Practices 2
HS-ETS1 Engineering Design
HS-ETS1-2. Design a solution to a complex real-world problem by breaking it down into smaller, more manageable
problems that can be solved through engineering.
HS-ETS1-3. Evaluate a solution to a complex real-world problem based on prioritized criteria and trade-offs that account
for a range of constraints, including cost, safety, reliability, and aesthetics, as well as possible social, cultural, and
environmental impacts.
Science and Engineering Practices
2. Developing and using models

D YNAMIC P LANET – Students will work at stations that display a variety of Earth science materials related to Earth's glaciation
and long-term climate change.
HS-ESS2-1, 4, 5
HS-ESS2 Earth’s Systems
HS-ESS2-1. Develop a model to illustrate how Earth’s internal and surface processes operate at different spatial and
temporal scales to form continental and ocean-floor features. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on how the appearance of land features
(such as mountains, valleys, and plateaus) and sea-floor features (such as trenches, ridges, and seamounts) are a result of both constructive forces (such as
volcanism, tectonic uplift, and orogeny) and destructive mechanisms (such as weathering, mass wasting, and coastal erosion).] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment
does not include memorization of the details of the formation of specific geographic features of Earth’s surface.]

HS-ESS2-4. Use a model to describe how variations in the flow of energy into and out of Earth’s systems result in changes
in climate. [Clarification Statement: Examples of the causes of climate change differ by timescale, over 1-10 years: large volcanic eruption, ocean circulation;
10-100s of years: changes in human activity, ocean circulation, solar output; 10-100s of thousands of years: changes to Earth's orbit and the orientation of its axis;
and 10-100s of millions of years: long-term changes in atmospheric composition.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment of the results of changes in climate is limited
to changes in surface temperatures, precipitation patterns, glacial ice volumes, sea levels, and biosphere distribution.]

HS-ESS2-5. Plan and conduct an investigation of the properties of water and its effects on Earth materials and surface
processes. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on mechanical and chemical investigations with water and a variety of solid materials to provide the evidence
for connections between the hydrologic cycle and system interactions commonly known as the rock cycle. Examples of mechanical investigations include stream
transportation and deposition using a stream table, erosion using variations in soil moisture content, or frost wedging by the expansion of water as it freezes.
Examples of chemical investigations include chemical weathering and recrystallization (by testing the solubility of different materials) or melt generation (by
examining how water lowers the melting temperature of most solids).]
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E LASTIC L AUNCHED G LIDER – Students will build a glider to achieve the maximum time aloft.
Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

E NTOMOLOGY – Students will identify insects, answer questions, and use a dichotomous key.
HS-LS4-2
HS-LS4 Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity
HS-LS4-2. Construct an explanation based on evidence that the process of evolution primarily results from four factors: (1)
the potential for a species to increase in number, (2) the heritable genetic variation of individuals in a species due to mutation
and sexual reproduction, (3) competition for limited resources, and (4) the proliferation of those organisms that are better able
to survive and reproduce in the environment. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on using evidence to explain the influence each of the four factors
has on number of organisms, behaviors, morphology, or physiology in terms of ability to compete for limited resources and subsequent survival of individuals and
adaptation of species. Examples of evidence could include mathematical models such as simple distribution graphs and proportional reasoning.] [Assessment Boundary:
Assessment does not include other mechanisms of evolution, such as genetic drift, gene flow through migration, and co-evolution.]

E XPERIMENTAL D ESIGN – Given a set of objects, teams will design, conduct, analyze, and write-up an experiment.
Science and Engineering Practices 1-8
Science and Engineering Practices
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Asking questions (for science) and defining problems (for engineering)
Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

F ORENSICS – Students will identify polymers, solids, fibers, and other materials in a crime scenario.
Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information
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G EO L OGIC M APPING – Students will demonstrate their understanding of topographic maps.
HS-ESS2-1; HS-ESS3-1
HS-ESS2 Earth’s Systems
HS-ESS2-1. Develop a model to illustrate how Earth’s internal and surface processes operate at different spatial and
temporal scales to form continental and ocean-floor features. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on how the appearance of land features
(such as mountains, valleys, and plateaus) and sea-floor features (such as trenches, ridges, and seamounts) are a result of both constructive forces (such as
volcanism, tectonic uplift, and orogeny) and destructive mechanisms (such as weathering, mass wasting, and coastal erosion).] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment
does not include memorization of the details of the formation of specific geographic features of Earth’s surface.]

HS-ESS3 Earth and Human Activity
HS-ESS3-1. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the availability of natural resources, occurrence of
natural hazards, and changes in climate have influenced human activity. [Clarification Statement: Examples of key natural resources
include access to fresh water (such as rivers, lakes, and groundwater), regions of fertile soils such as river deltas, and high concentrations of minerals and fossil
fuels. Examples of natural hazards can be from interior processes (such as volcanic eruptions and earthquakes), surface processes (such as tsunamis, mass wasting
and soil erosion), and severe weather (such as hurricanes, floods, and droughts). Examples of the results of changes in climate that can affect populations or drive
mass migrations include changes to sea level, regional patterns of temperature and precipitation, and the types of crops and livestock that can be raised.]

M AG L EV – Students will construct self-propelled magnetically-levitated vehicles which will move down a magnetic track.
HS-PS2-5; Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
HS-PS2 Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions
HS-PS2-5. Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence that an electric current can produce a magnetic field and
that a changing magnetic field can produce an electric current. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to designing and conducting
investigations with provided materials and tools.]

Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information
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M ATERIALS S CIENCE – Students will answer questions or complete talks involving the science process of chemistry focused in
the areas of Materials Science.
HS-PS1-3, HS-PS2-6; Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
HS-PS1 Matter and Its Interactions
HS-PS1-3. Plan and conduct an investigation to gather evidence to compare the structure of substances at the bulk scale to
infer the strength of electrical forces between particles. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on understanding the strengths of forces between
particles, not on naming specific intermolecular forces (such as dipole-dipole). Examples of particles could include ions, atoms, molecules, and networked materials
(such as graphite). Examples of bulk properties of substances could include the melting point and boiling point, vapor pressure, and surface tension.] [Assessment
Boundary: Assessment does not include Raoult’s law calculations of vapor pressure.]

HS-PS2 Motional and Stability: Forces and Interactions
HS-PS2-6. Communicate scientific and technical information about why the molecular-level structure is important in the
functioning of designed materials.* [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the attractive and repulsive forces that determine the functioning of the
material. Examples could include why electrically conductive materials are often made of metal, flexible but durable materials are made up of long chained
molecules, and pharmaceuticals are designed to interact with specific receptors.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to provided molecular structures of
specific designed materials.]

Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

M ISSION P OSSIBLE – Students will design and build a “Rube Goldberg” device that completes a required final task.
HS-PS3-3; Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
HS-PS3 Energy
HS-PS3-3. Design, build, and refine a device that works within given constraints to convert one form of energy into another
form of energy.* [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on both qualitative and quantitative evaluations of devices. Examples of devices could include Rube
Goldberg devices, wind turbines, solar cells, solar ovens, and generators. Examples of constraints could include use of renewable energy forms and efficiency.]
[Assessment Boundary: Assessment for quantitative evaluations is limited to total output for a given input. Assessment is limited to devices constructed with
materials provided to students.]

Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

R OCKS AND M INERALS – Students will identify, describe, and classify various specimens.
HS-ESS2-3
HS-ESS2 Earth’s Systems
HS-ESS2-3. Develop a model based on evidence of Earth’s interior to describe the cycling of matter by thermal convection.
[Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on both a one-dimensional model of Earth, with radial layers determined by density, and a three-dimensional model, which is
controlled by mantle convection and the resulting plate tectonics. Examples of evidence include maps of Earth’s three-dimensional structure obtained from seismic
waves, records of the rate of change of Earth’s magnetic field (as constraints on convection in the outer core), and identification of the composition of Earth’s layers
from high-pressure laboratory experiments.]
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S CRAMBLER – Students will design and build a mechanical device to transport an egg along a straight track as quickly as possible.
Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

T ECHNICAL P ROBLEM S OLVING – Students will gather and process data to solve problems.
Science and Engineering Practices 2-8
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Planning and carrying out investigations
Analyzing and interpreting data
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information

W ATER Q UALITY – Students will evaluate aquatic environments.
HS-LS2-1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7
HS-LS2 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics
HS-LS2-1. Use mathematical and/or computational representations to support explanations of factors that affect carrying
capacity of ecosystems at different scales. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on quantitative analysis and comparison of the relationships among
interdependent factors including boundaries, resources, climate, and competition. Examples of mathematical comparisons could include graphs, charts, histograms,
and population changes gathered from simulations or historical data sets.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include deriving mathematical equations to
make comparisons.]

HS-LS2-2. Use mathematical representations to support and revise explanations based on evidence about factors affecting
biodiversity and populations in ecosystems of different scales. [Clarification Statement: Examples of mathematical representations include
finding the average, determining trends, and using graphical comparisons of multiple sets of data.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to provided data.]

HS-LS2-3. Construct and revise an explanation based on evidence for the cycling of matter and flow of energy in aerobic
and anaerobic conditions. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on conceptual understanding of the role of aerobic and anaerobic respiration in different
environments.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include the specific chemical processes of either aerobic or anaerobic respiration.]

HS-LS2-4. Use mathematical representations to support claims for the cycling of matter and flow of energy among
organisms in an ecosystem. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on using a mathematical model of stored energy in biomass to describe the transfer of
energy from one trophic level to another and that matter and energy are conserved as matter cycles and energy flows through ecosystems. Emphasis is on atoms and
molecules such as carbon, oxygen, hydrogen and nitrogen being conserved as they move through an ecosystem.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to
proportional reasoning to describe the cycling of matter and flow of energy.]

HS-LS2-6. Evaluate the claims, evidence, and reasoning that the complex interactions in ecosystems maintain relatively
consistent numbers and types of organisms in stable conditions, but changing conditions may result in a new ecosystem.
[Clarification Statement: Examples of changes in ecosystem conditions could include modest biological or physical changes, such as moderate hunting or a
seasonal flood; and extreme changes, such as volcanic eruption or sea level rise.]

HS-LS2-7. Design, evaluate, and refine a solution for reducing the impacts of human activities on the environment and biodiversity.*
[Clarification Statement: Examples of human activities can include urbanization, building dams, and dissemination of invasive species.]
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W RITE I T /D O I T – A technical writing exercise where students write a description of a contraption and other students will
attempt to recreate it using only the written description.
Science and Engineering Practices 2, 5, 6, 7, 8
Science and Engineering Practices
2.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Developing and using models
Using mathematics and computational thinking
Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering)
Engaging in argument from evidence
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information
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