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The Future of Science

Jasmine Husain

The Science Olympiad USA Foundation Teachers Initiative aims to
inspire and motivate students to pursue careers as STEM educators,
particularly in high-need communities, by providing direct
scholarship support for pre-service STEM teachers. In this first
cohort, the Foundation focused efforts in Oklahoma between our
two hubs: Oklahoma State University and the University of Central
Oklahoma, the home of our State Director.

Anna Cooper Oklahoma State University, OSUTeach Anna is dedicated to
becoming a math teacher to inspire students' love for learning. She aims to
challenge the stigma that teaching STEM is less significant than other STEM
careers. Her experience includes participating in math research projects, such as
one on graph theory, and supporting fellow students as a worker in the OSUTeach
office. Although new to Science Olympiad, she hopes it will enhance her teaching
skills and career prospects. Her ideal day involves interactive math lessons in a
supportive classroom where students think critically and build a positive
relationship with math.

Summer Chaffin Oklahoma State University, OSUTeach Summer hopes to inspire
middle and high school students and challenge negative attitudes toward math
by promoting perseverance. As a woman in STEM, she has faced gender-based
challenges that have fueled her determination. Summer sees Science Olympiad
as an opportunity for mentorship and professional growth. Her ideal teaching
day involves engaging lessons, active participation, and meaningful
conversations that show she values students beyond academics.

Jasmine Husain Oklahoma State University, OSUTeach Jasmine’s goal in
teaching is to inspire students and serve as a role model. Jasmine's journey was
marked by challenges, including taking a break after high school to support
their family and delays due to the pandemic, before attending OSU in 2021,
Jasmine's ideal teaching day includes an engaging lesson where all students
participate enthusiastically, with fun activities and minimal interruptions.



2024 Recipients STy,

All

' ¢ o
son Griesholp

Xy

SCIENGEOLYMPIAD

The Future of Science

Chloe Dutcher University of Central Oklahoma Passionate about STEM education,
Chloe aims to guide young adults into STEM careers. As a non-traditional, low-
income student with a disability, Chloe has found UCO to be a supportive place to
complete both her bachelor's and a master’s in Forensic Science. Chloe holds
leadership roles in Student Support Services and has been involved in Science
Olympiad, which she sees as valuable for her future STEM teaching career. Her
ideal teaching day includes helping students overcome challenges.

Aspen Papera University of Central Oklahoma As a single mother returning to
school, Aspen is driven by her love of science and a desire to inspire her students
with in-depth scientific understanding. Currently, she works as an event supervisor
for Oklahoma Science Olympiad, where she enjoys seeing students actively
engage in science. She believes Science Olympiad offers students a valuable
opportunity to experience science in a competitive setting, enhancing her STEM
teaching career. Her ideal teaching day includes sparking curiosity through
phenomena, class discussions, and hands-on activities.

Alisha Hodgin University of Central Oklahoma Alisha is passionate about science
education, emphasizing the importance of research methods and critical thinking
for fostering independent, informed citizens. Initially planning to study physical
therapy, she shifted to physics after a positive high school experience. As a woman
in STEM, Alisha overcame challenges with support from her engineer mother and
strives to motivate all students to pursue STEM. Her extensive campus involvement,
including the regional science fair and Science Olympiad, honed her teaching
skills. She envisions a classroom filled with engaging lessons, student collaboration,
and meaningful interactions.

Allison Grieshop University of Central Oklahoma Allison hopes to inspire a love for
science in her students, as her high school teacher did for her. Despite past
struggles with mental health, UCO faculty support boosted her confidence. Allison
has gained teaching experience as a Cell Biology lab instructor, lab assistant, and
Science Olympiad participant, which reinforced her passion for teaching. She
values engaging young students in STEM and envisions her future as a college
professor leading hands-on biology labs where students can build scientific skills.
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Morgan Peoples University of Central Oklahoma Morgan is studying Evolution and Conservation
Biology with plans to become a Physician's Assistant and teach Anatomy and Physiology at the
high school level. Inspired by her own love for science, she aims to inspire the same passion in
students. Despite personal challenges including losing her parents and grandparents, Morgan
has found support from mentors at UCO and is actively involved in campus organizations,
where she’s developed leadership skills. New to Science Olympiad, she sees it as a chance to
grow as a teacher. Her ideal teaching day is one where students feel supported, engaged, and
confident in their learning.

Kohner Gallagher University of Central Oklahoma Kohner is obtaining a degree in education
with a focus on science, driven by a passion to help students, particularly those who struggle,
connect with and enjoy science. After several changes in his major, he deeply appreciates the
support of his peers in the science education program. As an active wrestler, Kohner enjoys
mentoring young athletes, which has strengthened his desire to teach. Recently discovering
Science Olympiad, he views it as an opportunity to develop engaging science activities and
gather inspiration for his future classroom. His ideal teaching day revolves around guiding
students to experience "aha" moments of understanding.

Jasmine Ramos Oklahoma State University, OSUTeach Jasmine is motivated by her passion for
science and the desire to inspire excitement in her students. Coming from a firstgeneration
college family, she appreciates the support from OSU and Science Olympiad. Actively involved
in the Asian American Student Association, Jasmine has strengthened her connections with
peers. She sees Science Olympiad as a valuable program that introduces students to STEM
fields and believes it will enhance her teaching career by providing diverse experiences and
helping her learn to engage with students from various backgrounds. Her ideal teaching day
involves successfully conducting a lab experiment with students, demonstrating combustion
reactions in an exciting way.

Maria Pius Oklahoma State University, OSUTeach Maria is pursuing a career as a math teacher,
motivated by her passion for mathematics and its role in critical thinking. As a firstgeneration
college student, she navigated challenges but found her place at OSU. Involved in the Asian
American Student Association, Math Club, and the Association of Women in Mathematics, she
has gained valuable communication and resilience skills. Maria sees Science Olympiad as a
valuable program that fosters teamwork and essential life skills in STEM, enhancing her teaching
career. Her ideal teaching day involves building meaningful connections with students while
making a positive impact.

Evan Frye University of Central Oklahoma Evan chose to get his degree in science education
due to the influence of his parents, both educators. He developed a passion for chemistry while
attending Cowley Community College. Active in the Chem Club and campus wellness activities,
Evan has enjoyed building connections during his college experience. Evan views Science
Olympiad as a unique opportunity to engage students and gain valuable teaching experience.
His ideal teaching day includes being well-prepared, fostering a fun learning environment, and
making a positive impact on students' lives.



