Meet Our Awardees
Malhaar Agrawal (Scarsdale, NY) has medaled in numerous Science Olympiad competitions
over the last seven years at both the regional and state levels. He credits Science Olympiad with
developing his interest in various STEM fields and has used that passion to compete in other
science competitions, co-author science publications and found a non-profit dedicated to
addressing health disparities in underserved communities. Malhaar will attend MIT in the fall
with big plans beyond that. "I plan to continue developing the research skills that I
developed in Science Olympiad as a PhD and Molecular Biology scientist."
Francisco Antonetti (Lords Valley, PA) started participating in Science Olympiad as a sixth
grader, competing in a variety of events related to earth sciences. After discovering the Sounds
of Music event, however, he realized that music brought a special happiness to his life and
looks forward to exploring a variety of careers in the music industry at Berklee College of Music.
Francisco also credits Science Olympiad with fostering his social and problem solving skills,
believing that these were of equal importance to the science content he learned, "No matter
what field I enter, whether it be strictly science, art, or something I haven't discovered yet,
if I apply those skills, I believe I will make a positive impact."
Caleb Emesiani (Oklahoma City, OK) has been a Science Olympiad participant since eighth
grade, competing and medaling in regional and state competitions, as well as taking on a
leadership role on his high school team for the past 2 years. "Science Olympiad has afforded
me the opportunity to work on projects that touched on a variety of STEM fields," said
Caleb, but he truly fell in love with engineering while preparing to compete in the Wind Power
event. His commitment to service and renewable energy will take him to the University of
Oklahoma's Electrical Engineering program this fall.
Tytajha Robinson (Clinton, SC) has competed in regional, state and national Science Olympiad
tournaments for the past seven years. As a young student, she always knew that science would
be a part of her career, but it wasn't until she participated in Disease Detectives and later in
Experimental Design that she recognized her calling. This fall, she will begin a Pre-Engineering
program at Wofford College with the intention of completing a master's degree in Biomedical
Engineering. Ultimately, she hopes to work with young athletes to help heal from and protect
against career-ending injuries. "If there's one thing Science Olympiad has taught me, it's that
you should never give up, because "no" is never your final answer."
Iris Xia (Saratoga, CA) has competed at the regional and state levels in Science Olympiad for
the past six years. Her love of meteorology and earth sciences is directly linked to her
participation in Science Olympiad events, and led her into an internship with NASA, studying
remote sensors. Beyond her love for science, Science Olympiad has fostered a love of
community and service in Iris. "Science Olympiad has certainly been a defining experience
of my life - it's where I first learned to love science, made my closest friends, and
discovered my interests in earth science - and I want to help provide that opportunity for
other students as well," she says. Iris leads a STEM-focused program for elementary-aged
children through workshops, invitationals and adopt-a-school programs. She will join other SO
alumni at Stanford University this fall, studying earth science and climate change.

