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WASHINGTON - Two students from 

Katy were honored Monday at the White 
House Science Fair for winning a 

prestigious national science tournament.

Erik Yu and Heather Sweeney, both 

15, represented the 15-member team 

from Beckendorff Junior High School at 

the White House, walking around with 

medals - plural - dangling from their 

necks.

Neither had been to the White House 

before.

"It's pretty grand," Sweeney said, 

smiling.

The Science Olympiad promotes 

science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics education (STEM) and 

hosts competitions at the regional, state 

and national levels. Both Sweeney and 

Yu credit the Science Olympiad 
training for helping them develop 
their interests in science.

Yu moved to the United States from 

Dubai in 7th grade, and the next year got 

involved with the Science Olympiad. He 

wants to study electrical engineering and 

computer science in college.

Sweeney started the Science 

Olympiad in 7th grade and wants to go 

into biomedical engineering because it 

combines many of the fields she is 

interested in and brings science "down 

into the real world."

The competition consisted of 23 

different events covering a wide range of 

sciences, from biology and chemistry to 

engineering.

The students work in teams of two or 

three, and each member has to pull his or 

her weight.

"You have to have teamwork, because 

if you have one bad event placing, then 

that can bring the entire team score 

down," Sweeney said.

Both students credited their coach, 

Scott Lightle, for helping the team 

succeeded by putting in extra hours 

every day after school and helping them 

train.
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Erik Yu and Heather Sweeney, both 15, at the White House Science Fair on Monday. They 
represented the 15-member team from Beckendorff Junior High School at the White House 
Science Fair.

Two Katy students honored at 
White House



"We get to work with very talented 

kids," said Lightle, who accompanied the 

students at the White House.

Sweeney and Yu joined students 

nationwide at the fifth annual science 

fair, where students stood at more than 

30 exhibits explaining their findings 

from experiments or devices in fields 

including health care, architecture, 

computer science and energy.

President Obama praised the dozens 

of students, saying they were continuing 

the spirit of exploration that he said is a 

core tenet of the United States.

"We've always been obsessed with 

tinkering and discovering and inventing 

and pushing the very boundaries of 

what's possible," Obama said.

In that vein, he implored Congress to 

put more money toward science, 

technology, engineering and 

mathematics education. He said young 

scientists and people studying in those 

fields need the opportunities and 

infrastructure to develop those interests.

"It's not enough for our country just to 

be proud of you. We've also got to 

support you," he said.

He also announced $240 million in 

new contributions from businesses, 

schools and foundations nationwide to 

help kids study STEM fields as part of 

the administration's Educate to Innovate 

campaign.

"I'm proud of you, because America is 

going to be stronger and smarter and 

healthier, and a much more interesting 

place because of you," Obama said.

The Katy students agreed that the 

support they received was instrumental 

to their success at the national 

tournament.

Said Sweeney: "It takes a wide 

network of support from both our family 

members and the school and the 

community itself that allows us to go to 

these competitions."natural. It's what 

feels right.''
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President Obama addresses students, scientists, teachers and government officials during the 
White House Science Fair on Monday.


