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Science Olympiad Announces Partnership with the American Red Cross to Increase Youth 

Service, Philanthropy and Civic Engagement 
 
Chicago, IL – To shine a light on the power of charitable giving and youth service, Science Olympiad 
is partnering with the American Red Cross and its national tournament host, the University of 
Southern California, on a fundraising initiative. In 2025, the Palisades and Eaton Fires resulted in 59 
square miles burned, 31 lives lost, and 16,246 structures destroyed. The American Red Cross 
stepped in to provide temporary housing, food and recovery resources for those affected.  
 
“With our Smart to Be Good initiative, we strive to build students’ philanthropic muscles and point 
them to a lifetime of service,” said Jenny Kopach, CEO of Science Olympiad and President and CEO 
of the Science Olympiad USA Foundation. “Partnering with the American Red Cross allows us to 
highlight the impact of youth volunteering, civic engagement and caring for others.” 
 
 The Science Olympiad National Tournament brings 5,000 students, parents, teachers and 
volunteers to a different college campus each May to compete in one of the largest and most 
prestigious team STEM competitions in the United States. Science Olympiad will partner with the 
American Red Cross in each community hosting National Tournaments in Columbus, Ohio in 2027 
(The Ohio State University); Atlanta, Georgia in 2028 (Georgia Tech) and Champaign-Urbana, Illinois 
in 2029 (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign). Everyone in the Science Olympiad ecosystem 
will be invited to donate via a special landing page and contribute toward our goal of raising $50,000 
for the American Red Cross. 
 
“We are honored to partner with Science Olympiad and its exceptional community of young leaders 
who are already making a meaningful difference,” said Kellie O’Connell, Regional Chief Executive 
Officer for the American Red Cross of Illinois. “This partnership is about more than training; it’s about 
empowering students to see themselves as leaders in their communities. By connecting their 
curiosity and talent with real-world, lifesaving skills, we are helping shape a generation that is 
prepared to act, serve and make a lasting impact.” 
 
A landing page for the Science Olympiad giving community will be live and taking donations 
beginning May 1, 2026: https://www.redcross.org/donate/cm/scienceolympiad-pub.html/ 
 
“Support from partners like Science Olympiad plays a vital role in helping the American Red Cross 
provide care, comfort and critical resources to people in times of need. Contributions like these 
enable us to deliver shelter, meals and emergency assistance, while also supporting recovery efforts 
that help individuals and families move forward. We are deeply grateful for this partnership, which 
not only strengthens our ability to serve communities but also inspires the next generation to lead 
with compassion, service and a commitment to helping others,” shared American Red Cross 
Regional Chief Executive Officer for the Los Angeles Region, Jacquelyn Clites.  
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Every 10 minutes, someone affected by disaster is helped by donations to the Red Cross, and 
donations ensure immediate resources for disaster relief, blood services, and support for military 
families. 
 
The Red Cross Los Angeles Region will have a table at the Science Olympiad National Tournament 
STEM Expo on the campus of USC on Friday, May 22, from 9am to 3pm at Ginsburg Computation Hall 
(1031 Downey Way, Los Angeles). This is open to the public. 
 
Science Olympiad is an Illinois-based, national non-profit organization founded in 1984 dedicated 
to improving the quality of K-12 STEM education, increasing student interest in science, creating a 
technologically literate workforce and providing recognition for outstanding achievement by both 
students and teachers. In 2026, more than 210,000 students on 7,000 teams from all 50 states 
competed in 475 regional, state and national Science Olympiad tournaments. For more information, 
please visit soinc.org. 
 
About the American Red Cross: 
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides comfort to victims of disasters; supplies about 
40% of the nation’s blood; teaches skills that save lives; distributes international humanitarian aid; 
and supports veterans, military members and their families. The Red Cross is a nonprofit organization 
that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to deliver its mission. For more 
information, please visit redcross.org or CruzRojaAmericana.org or follow us on social media. 
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For more information, please contact Jenny Kopach, CEO, Science Olympiad at 

jrkopach@soinc.org   
 
 


