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Charles “Chad” Holliday,
Chairman and CEO of
DuPont - Speaker for
Safety and Integrity
On behalf of DuPont I would like to
welcome you to the great state of
Delaware and wish you the best of luck
in the competition!

Editors

Fall, 2002
Gerard J. Putz

The first one comes from our founder. We
started in the explosives business, which
can be very dangerous - black powder.
After having some deaths in the family our
founder set a standards for us that every
scientific experiment could be done safely,
without injury. That’s the standard that we
hold for our twenty thousand scientists
every day and we’re just about there. My
goal for you throughout this weekend is
you start practicing it right now and help
your buddy on your team be sure no one is
injured this weekend or throughout your
career.

Our company started just about 10
miles east of here on the banks of the
Brandywine River two hundred years
ago when our founder emigrated from
France. We focus today on science.
The last point is something that no one
Our scientists create about 500 new
Charles “Chad” Holliday
else can take away from you, but you
inventions every year. All qualify for
can lose yourself in a heartbeat, and that
Chairman, CEO of DuPont
US patents and other patents around the
is your integrity. If you look at the
world. We take that technology with a simple objective
business news in the country today a few people have
of improving life on this planet: better clothes, better
ruined fantastic careers of contributions for a heartbeats’
housing, better transportation, better electronics in what
mistake about integrity. It’ s not worth winning this
we do. We have a special standard in the way we do that
contest to lose your integrity. It’s not worth having a
in DuPont. Not only do we not want to harm the
great scientific career without integrity.
environment, we want to make it better as a result of us
being here. Our focus is to make the water better, make
From all of us at DuPont we wish you the very best.
the air better as a result of our work. In the last 10 years
we’ve reduced our emissions by 75 percent. (Applause)
Thank you very much.
Thank you. I urge you, in your scientific career, to take
up that same challenge.
Mr. Holliday spoke to the students, teachers and
University guests at the opening ceremonies of the
Tonight I have two pieces of advice that I have from
National Tournament of the Science Olympiad at the
working with our twenty thousand scientists that I want
Bob Carpenter Center of the University of Delaware, on
to share with you for this event, for throughout your
May 17, 2002
professional, personal and scientific career.

Page 2 - Fall, 2002 SCIENCE OLYMPIAD NEWSLETTER

Benjamin S. Carson, Opening Speaker at
the National Tournament of the Science
Olympiad

complex world. He also has edited a medical textbook
on craniofacial surgery and authored or co-authored
numerous scientific articles.
Carson performs 400-500 surgeries annually, of which
more than half are pediatric patients at Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center. His dual patient care and research
interests include developing better treatments for
pediatric brain tumors and helping children who are born
with achondro-plasia, a congenital deformity resulting in
dwarfism.
In addition, he performs hemispherectomies (brain
surgery to control intractable seizures) and has
developed, along with Hopkins’ plastic surgery division,
a strong craniofacial program to allow children with
congenital deformities to undergo combined
neurosurgical and plastic surgical reconstructions.

Neurosurgeon and Mentor
Addresses 2002 National Science
Olympiad
Benjamin S. Carson, who went from an angry street
fighter in Detroit to become director of pediatric
neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital, spoke at the
2002 National Science Olympiad during the Opening
Ceremony on May 17, 2002 at the University of
Delaware's Bob Carpenter Center.
"Dr. Ben Carson, who received an honorary degree from
the University of Delaware in 1997, is a gifted
physician, a pioneering scientist and a man whose
triumphs over his own personal hardships have
encouraged countless others," Robert R. Davis, vice
president for University development and alumni
relations, said. "His courage, compassion and candor
should give our graduates an inspiring look at the
difference one individual can make in the modern
world."
His autobiography, Gifted Hands, chronicles the road
from a broken home and poor self-esteem to his life
today. His second book, Think Big, elaborates on his
philosophy of success in life, and his newest book, The
Big Picture, offers an in-depth look at a professional
surgeon’s life, as well as his perspectives on priorities,
race, society, success and living out a life of faith in a

In 1987 at the Hopkins Children’s Center, Carson was
among the 70-member medical team that separated 7month-old German conjoined twin boys, who were
joined at the back of the head and shared the major
cerebral blood drainage system. The 22-hour procedure
is believed to be the first time that hypothermia, the
deliberate lowering of the body temperature, was
coupled with circulatory bypass and deliberate cardiac
arrest to spare brain tissue. The boys returned to
Germany, where they are living today.
In 1997, he led a South African medical team in a 28hour operation to separate 11-month-old Zambian twin
boys, joined at the top of the head but facing opposite
directions.
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Dr. Carson shares his knowledge and philosophies with
the hopes of reaching adults and children. He believes if
he reaches one child in a crowd, he has made a
difference.
Program Sites
The program is currently in all Maryland, Delaware, and
Washington, D.C., private and public
registered/accredited schools, as well as targeted ones in
Northern Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and Santa
Ana, California.
The Process

Immediately after surgery, they began breathing on their
own, and today doctors believe they have suffered no
neurological deficits.
A native of Detroit, he received his undergraduate
education at Yale University and his medical degree
from the University of Michigan School of Medicine in
1977. He served surgical and neurosurgical residencies
and fellowships at Hopkins and also trained at Sir
Charles Gairdner in Western Australia. He serves on the
boards of directors of Yale and the Kellogg Co.
The Carson Scholars Fund, Inc., was founded in 1994
by world-renowned Johns Hopkins pediatric
neurosurgeon Ben Carson, M.D., and his wife, Candy.
This non-profit organization was created for a number of
reasons: to help our children stay competitive with
Third-World countries in science, math, and technology,
as well as balance academic achievement with the high
esteem our society gives to sports and entertainment.
The Philosophy Leads to Academic Excellence
In addition to providing scholar awards, the Carson
Scholars Fund believes that by using Dr. Carson's
THINK BIG philosophy, children can be taught early to
strive for excellence. Through community programs, a
website, and by distributing bookmarks and coloring
sheets, Dr. Carson and the Fund staff have been able to
reach large numbers of children and adults.

Each school receives one application – unless there is
restricted funding – to nominate a candidate in grades 412 with at least a 3.75 grade point average and strong
humanitarian qualities. Winners receive a $1,000 scholar
award that is invested for college. (Other scholarship
programs usually award gifts only to high school
students.) Winners can reapply annually as long as they
meet the criteria; therefore, students can earn Carson
Scholars awards multiple years.
With a generous annual grant from The Abell
Foundation beginning in 1999, the Fund now has the
ability to present scholar awards to one student in every
Baltimore City public school, as long as he or she meets
the criteria. To create an atmosphere of positive peer
pressure, each City school receives three applications
with the goal of having one guaranteed winner.
The Rewards
To date, more than 550 students have been named
Carson Scholars. Winners are honored at an annual
awards banquet, where they receive personalized medals
and certificates. Each winning school receives a large
trophy for their display case, which lists the scholar
awardees.
Many Carson Scholars are attending prestigious
institutions, including Harvard, Yale, and Princeton
universities. As fund raising efforts continue, the
Carsons' ultimate goal is to have a winner in every U.S.
school.
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school and high school students who participate on
teams. The following are positive outcomes for student
team members:
•
•
•
•
•
•
Dr. Milton Stombler
Georgia State University
Georgia Science Olympiad

An Evaluation of the
Impact of Science Olympiad

•
•

Introduction
An evaluation study was conducted during the 19992000 school year at four case study sites and with 16
associate schools to determine the impact of Georgia
Science Olympiad on student team members, teachercoaches, and school curriculum. This evaluation is
supported under NSF grant REC9814134.
Methods
A multiple triangulation design was used for data collection.
Data were collected by five evaluators using interviews
(individual and focus groups), student and coach
questionnaires, and participant observation. Data were
collected at school sites, regional Science Olympiad
competitions, state Science Olympiad competitions, and
through mailings. Qualitative data were analyzed using
qualitative content analysis. Forced-choice response data were
analyzed using frequency and percent. Data were analyzed
separately for high school and middle school students and
some data were divided by gender to determine differences in
impact of Science Olympiad.

Findings
Science Olympiad is having a positive impact on middle

•
•
•

students develop teamwork skills and strategies
students learn new science and math concepts
and skills in an environment that is fun and
challenging
students learn more about how scientists
function through experiencing hands-on
experimentation
students learn the importance of collaboration in
science through experiences
students learn how to use scientific equipment,
technology, computer software, and the Internet
students can join an extracurricular competitive
team activity that is academic in nature for
students like themselves who are interested in
learning more science
students can work across grade levels with
others who have similar academic interests and
develop new friendships
students have a competitive environment in
which they can apply knowledge from previous
classes and experiences plus new knowledge and
skills gained as they prepare for tournaments
students can experience college campuses,
professors, and student assistants during
competitions
some students change plans for courses they will
take in the next two to three years
some students re-evaluate college or university
plans to focus more on science or science-related
fields
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integrated architecture, design and operations of
the Shuttle and of all systems in the US, Russian,
Japanese, European and Canadian elements of the
International Space Station. His duties have taken him
to space development facilities all over the world,
including previously secret Russian installations.
He has presented NASA topics on all levels to
worldwide audiences, and on numerous radio and TV
events. He is an award-winning author, whose current
book is “My Grandfathers’ Clock” a nonfiction work
that traces the development of technology and society
through 28 known generations of his family, dating from
medieval times to today.

Science Olympiad is impacting students other than team
members in many schools because Science Olympiad
events and ideas are being used by three-fourths of the
teacher-coaches in regular science courses. Selection of
events to use is dictated primarily by state Quality Core
Curriculum objectives.

Bacon received his bachelors’ degree from the California
Institute of Technology (Caltech) in 1976, and his
master’s and doctoral degrees in 1978 and 1984,
respectively, from the University of Rochester, where he
worked on laser-fusion power reactors, fusion
propulsion systems and on microgravity fluid services.

Dr. Milton Stombler of the Georgia State University and
the director of the Georgia Science Olympiad continues
to explore projects to determine the value of Science
Olympiad in the lives of young adults ages 12 – 19.

NASA Scientist Dr. Jack Bacon

spoke to the
assembled students at the first annual National
Invitational Olympiad at the University of Delaware on
January 29, 2002.
Dr. Bacon works at the Johnson Space Center as systems
integration lead of numerous Russian and American
spacecraft, including the Zarya’(also known by its
Russian acronym:
FGB): the first
element and bridge
module of the new
International Space
Station, launched
November 20,
1998.
His duties at
NASA have
included several
assignments in the

A former sailplane pilot, scuba diver and skydiver, he
volunteers regularly as a test subject in numerous NASA
flight medicine and physiology experiments and has
logged more than 30 minutes of zero-gravity experience
in medical test programs aboard parabolic aircraft
flights. He is an applicant in the current astronaut
selection round.
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS
The Distinguished Service Awards were established during the early history of the Science Olympiad to honor those that
had given an extra measure of time, energy, and talent to the organization. Their peers recognized event supervisors, state
and regional directors, and others who have made significant contributions to the Science Olympiad and its goals.
Over the years we have continued the practice of recognition of these persons, but we have not written about them in the
newsletter. Beginning with an earlier edition, we will give you short biographies of the honorees. To set the record
straight, since 1997 the following individuals have been so honored at ceremonies at the National Tournament, but did not
have their bios published. Each received a plaque and the thanks of the Science Olympiad Board of Directors. Those
honored were:
1997

Charles Hoyt
Lynn Dewey

AZ
MI

1998

Alan Jacobs
Tim Taylor

MI
OH

2000

Philip Dail

NC

Tim Taylor
Tim Taylor was born
and raised in Newark,
Ohio. He attended
public schools in that
same community and
graduated from The
Ohio State University
with a degree in
elementary education
in 1979. Tim is either
serving on or has
served on almost every
education committee or curriculum group with the
Franklin Local Schools of Roseville, Ohio since
1988. Tim has had a wide array of “jobs” within the
educational arena including teaching and working as
a swimming and life guarding instructor at local and
regional pools, work with the 4-H Clubs of Ohio,
serving as a board member and Director of the
Muskingum County Soil and Water Conservation
District, and Outdoor Education Director for the
Dawes Arboretum of Newark.
Tim Taylor is very active in his community as is
evidenced above. But, Tim is also very active in a
number of school-related contests and competitions.

2002

Sandy Wolford
Bro. Nigel Pratt
Manley Midgett

DE
NY
NC

Tim has coached successful teams in Math Counts,
Spelling Bee, Science Faire, Olympics of the Mind,
4-H Wheps, and an ECO-meet, as well as the
Science Olympiad. It is obvious that Tim enjoys the
role of coach of young minds. He has also helped
organize these events in years when his students
were not competing.
Tim’s Science Olympiad activities include coach of
Roseville students, speaking at regional NSTA
conferences about his Science Olympiad
experiences, State of Ohio Steering Committee,
State Director for Ohio, regional event supervisor for
Nature Quest, State Supervisor of Egg Drop and
Nature Quest, and National Supervisor for Egg
Drop. Tim is also a member on the National Board
of the Olympiad in recognition of his wide
background and experiences. Tim Taylor is the
ultimate as coach; local, regional and national event
supervisor; and state director. In recognition of his
wide set of experiences Tim Taylor’s most recent
assignment at the Delaware National Tournament
was to work with score check-in.
Tim Taylor will play a major role at the National
Tournament in Columbus, Ohio next year and we
are proud to have recognized Mr. Taylor for his
many contributions to the Science Olympiad.
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basketball, track, tennis and cross-country.
He was also the athletic director while
working in Missouri. A.J. has coached
Olympics of the Mind competitions and
served as Director of the Gifted and
Talented programs for Trinity Lutheran
School. He is obviously well rounded and
a real asset to the Science Olympiad
organization.

Alan “A.J.” Jacobs
Alan Jacobs has been with the Science Olympiad for
a long, long time. He was a coach, event supervisor,
and regional director of a county regional secondary
(Division B and Division C) tournament both, as
well as one of the largest countywide elementary
tournaments in the nation. He has been a long time
member of the Macomb Science Olympiad Board of
Directors. In addition, Alan Jacobs has assisted with
registration, score checking and arbitration at the
regional and state level.
Alan was born and raised in Lancaster, California.
He attended colleges in California (Concord
College), Illinois (Concord Teachers College),
Missouri, (University of Missouri – St. Louis), and
Michigan (Saginaw Valley State College). A.J. has
degrees in education with emphasis in the science of
chemistry and biology. Alan has taught in parochial
schools in Missouri and Michigan as well as public
schools in the latter state. In addition to his science
teaching responsibilities, Alan has taught
mathematics and physical education in middle and
high schools. Alan has written a number of
individualized education programs in mathematics,
science and sex-education.
In addition to coaching Science Olympiad teams,
Mr. Jacobs has also coached football, baseball,

Alan was the National Event Supervisor
for Life Science Lab, Bioprocess Lab,
Keep the Heat, and Hot House to name
but a few. In addition, A.J. has served as
Marshall to most of the National Awards
programs for the past 14 years. During
that period, A.J. has also coordinated the
documentation of all national gold medal
winners by taking pictures of those folks.
Initially the documentation was for the archival
record of the Honda Scholars, but its usefulness
became obvious. May of the pictures found in this
and previous newsletters of winners were the result
of Alan’s hard work!

Dr. Charles Hoyt
Dr. Hoyt is currently the
Executive Director of the
Arizona Alliance for
Mathematics, Science,
and Technology
Education and has been a
Science Olympiad
supporter since he was
introduced to the concept
about 15 years ago. This
editor met Charles at
Wingspread, a
prestigious conference
center near Milwaukee. It was the first of a number
of such conferences in the early to mid-eighties on
performance assessment. Charlie was at his best
taking the “wind out of the sails” of the University
researchers who had no classroom experience. This
editor met Charlie again at another conference in
Atlanta a year or two later sponsored by the College
Board. The theme of the second conference was and
is unimportant. Whatever we decided upon certainly
was changed by the next round of reform, but Dr.
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Charles Hoyt asked the tough questions that caused
all of the participants to think deeply about the
subject at hand.
Since that time we at the Science Olympiad have
known Charles in many different roles. He directed
the Arizona Science Olympiad at its inception in that
state. He continues to support both a Middle School
and High School State tournament at different
locales. He has helped the Science Olympiad get
presenters for various workshops at The Nature
Place (CO) and at Tapito Cliffs Hilton Resort (AZ).
Charles has assisted us and supported the national
training of Arizona teachers at nearly all our training
sessions over the past few years. Dr. Charles Hoyt
has organized annual teacher training for teachers
interested in knowing more about the Science
Olympiad in Arizona. He has also tried very hard to
connect the Science Olympiad to the various tribes
and Indian reservations in Arizona.
Dr. Hoyt holds Ph.D. in Biochemistry. He has taught
at both the secondary and tertiary level.
Charlie is passionate about environment issues and
always has Science Olympiad activities in Arizona
that support conservation of our precious limited
natural resources. Charles has made arrangements
for all teams attending the Arizona tournaments to
receive absolutely free water test kits.
CONGRATULATIONS!

Manley Midgett
Meet Manley Midgett! Along with his good friend
and colleague, Dr. Fran Nolan, the masters of

Mission Possible. They are the inventors,
developers, sales agents, and cheerleaders for this
most popular application of physics and chemistry in
the Science Olympiad.
Manley began his career as a grade 6 – 12 teacher of
physical science, physics, chemistry, earth science,
geology, coastal ecology, marine science,
astronomy, and oceanography in the Onslow and
Wake County schools of North Carolina. Manley
holds degrees from the University of North Carolina,
Wilmington and North Carolina State University.
After his secondary teaching experience Manley
held county supervisory positions in Wake County
and Edgecombe County all in North Carolina.
Manley has also worked on National Science
Foundation grants in a number of different regions
in that same state. He also had a hitch with the North
Carolina State Department of Public Instruction as a
specialist in reviewing and improving low achieving
schools. Manley has been associated with Meredith
College also in North Carolina as in instructor of
science methods courses for nearly twenty years.
Currently, Manley Midgett is the Associate Director
for the Coastal Rural Systemic Initiative.
In this NSF funded project, Manley supervises and
conducts mathematics and science curricular
activities in 59 school districts on the coastal plains
of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. He
is most responsible for assisting teachers, principals,
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and district office personnel in improving standardsbased math and science programs of instruction.
Manley originated Camp Durant, an outdoor
education program, developed Weatherlinker, an
experiential super summer program in science,
directed the North Carolina Science Fair, and was on
the Board of Directors of the State’s Project
Learning Tree.
Manley has been a team coach, event supervisor of
several different Science Olympiad events over the
years, and has been the State Director of the Science
Olympiad in North Carolina. Most recently Manley
has used his good offices to encourage the State of
Virginia to get involved with the Science Olympiad.
He was the person most responsible for getting that
State to hold its first tournament last year.

badly caught the S.O. fever the year before. The day
was running smoothly…and then came time for our
Scrambler to run. “Disqualified” was the verdict of
the event supervisor, AGAIN! Little was I to know
that this man was to become a dear and close friend
in the years to come.
1992. I swore that we would not be DQ’ed this year.
I made sure I and my kids knew the rules so well
that it wouldn’t happen again. And sure enough, we
weren’t, in fact we took a fifth in Scrambler in
Regionals that year…and the bug bit really badly.
1993. Apparently I made an impression on the
Scrambler event supervisor and the site coordinator,
probably because I knew the rules so well now,
because they both asked me to help co-run the
regional Scrambler event.
We worked together as Scrambler Co-Event
supervisors for the next 2 years (94-95). I also
began during this time, to help recruit more people
to help run different events for our regional.
In Sept. ’94, I was transferred to our newest school
and immediately started a S.O. team there. This first
year was a little rough as 3 seniors showed me up on
the day of the competition. The remnants of the
team, 1 senior and 9 sophomores and freshmen
volunteered to cover all their events! We got killed,
but we had FUN!

Brother Nigel
“Disqualified” was my first association with
S.O. back in the Regionals in March of
1990. My Science Department Chairman
asked me to help out with some of the
physics events for this new activity we were
going to try, the Science Olympiad. I was
not one of the official coaches, but I said
sure I’d help out. On the day of the
competition I went with he team and went
to watch our first attempt at Scrambler, one
of the events I helped coached. The event
supervisor took one look at the device and
said “DQ’ed”. Not an auspicious start.
We came back again the next year, 1991.
This time I was now the head coach, having
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•
•
•

•
•

In Sept. ’95, the State newsletter announced that
Western Long Island Region was bereft of a location
and a site coordinator for both Divisions B and C.
After discussing it with another science teacher at
our high school, we decided to volunteer to run it at
our school with me as site coordinator. When we
went to our administration, they were immediately
supportive, moving 3 other major events already
scheduled for that day. That year, I was the Division
C coordinator and I convinced another Brother to
take on Division B. We started with 32 high school
teams and 21 middle schools (54 total teams).
The other Brother did not continue as a site
coordinator, so I have been doing both Divisions B
and C at the same time, on the same day, at the same
location from 1997 to 2002. Our number has grown
to 50 high school teams and 45 middle school, so
this past February, we had 95 teams at the
school…filled to the brim with kids doing science.
It’s been great!
I could go on and on, but let’s summarize it all:
•
•
•

•

New Your State Scrambler Event Supervisor
from 1996-2002
Delaware Invitational Scrambler Event
Supervisor 2002
National Scrambler Event Supervisor from
2000-02 (interesting point that I’ve gone from a
coach being DQ’ed to the National Supervisor
and the writer of those rules).
New Your State Batter Buggy Supervisor from
1999-2002

Presenter at STANYS (various events) from
1999-2002
Presenter at the Hammond Coaches Clinic from
1999-2002
Presenter at the Nevele Coaches Summer
Institute 2001 (Scrambler and Rocks &
Minerals). And spent many a long evening
refining, cleaning, rewriting events rules with
Gerard, Jack and Sharon.
Attend Summer Institutes 1997, 1999, 2001,
2002
Regional Site Coordinator 1995 – 2002
-Interesting point: Every year more and
more of my SO alumni come back to help
out..running events, keeping records,
entering results. In fact, they have helped
out at the States and, even this year, at
Nationals with me (remember Danielle!)

•
•

Regional Scrambler Event Supervisor 19931995
Head Coach Division C 1990-2002 (two teams
from 1997 on)
-Funniest anecdote: for the event It’s About
Time in the early ‘90’s, the clock we built
was too big for the bus. So we placed this
huge contraption on top of the bus and took
turns (in cold March weather) holding it on
by gloved hands through the skylights.
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- Proudest achievement: When I
transferred to the new school in ’94, we took
a 22nd in our Regionals. Next year we took a
12th. I told the kids at that rate, in our third
year, we should take a 2nd. We took a 3rd
and made States for the first time in my
career as a head coach. We have now made
States for the past 6 years in a row! No
small achievement in Nassau County on
Long Island which has more Intel
semifinalists than any other in the U.S. And
we do it despite the fact that we offer no
A.P. science courses and just as an after
school club activity.
•

I teach 5 classes of math and science each year.
I have used a number of the S.O. events in my
science classes through the years. For instance,
for a number of years the entire Senior division

(some 400 students) would have to team up with
3 others and build their own Scramblers for the
trimester project. Toward the end of the
trimester, the other physics teachers, and I would
then take a whole week after school, promote it
to the rest of the school, and then hold the
competition in the school’s cafeteria with the
school looking on and cheering/booing/hooting
and laughing at the contraptions built. Points
were given not only for performance but for
paint jobs, clever decorations, and funny names!
•

Enuf. It truly has been fun..and memorable..and
educational..and it’s all the alumni talk about
when they come back for reunions.

•

Oh and I run two other clubs as well…sodality
(religious discussion group every Monday) and
our Academic Quiz Bowl Team.
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2002 National Science Olympiad
Top Ten Winning Teams
Division B
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Rising Star Middle School, GA
J. C. Booth Middle School, GA
Thomas Jefferson Middle School, IN
Bala Cynwyd Middle School, PA
Parrott Academy, NC
Park View, IL
C. J. Hoocker Middle School, NY
White Pines Middle School, MS
Lakeshore Middle School, MI
Piqua Jr. High School, OH
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2002 National Science Olympiad
Top Ten Winning Teams
Division C
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Troy High School, CA
Harriton High School, PA
Solon High School, OH
Prairie High School, WA
Poudre High School, CO
Fayetteville-Manlius High School, NY
Prospect high School, IL
State College High School, PA
Grand Haven High School, MI
New Trier High School, IL
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Good Sportsmanship Award
At the most recent edition of the Science Olympiad’s
national tournament at the University of Delaware in
Newark, pronounced as ‘New Ark’, Delaware, the
Science Olympiad created two new Sportsmanship
Awards. The recipients of the awards were students
from two different states.
The first Good Sportsmanship Award went to Dusty
Schroeder of Solon High School in Solon, Ohio.
Dusty received the award for the way in which he
conducted himself during and following an appeal to
the arbitrators. He represented his cause in a very
professional manner and knowing that his appeal
was likely to be denied, thanked the officials for
listening and recounted his many positive
experiences as a member of a Science Olympiad
team in competition in Ohio as well as in Delaware.
We applaud Dusty for his conduct!
The second of the Good Sportsmanship awards was
given to Eugene Kow and Anant Gupla of the Troy
(MI) High School. We wish to applaud these two

fine competitors for the sportsmanship exhibited
during the Awards Assembly. Eugene and Anant
received a “huge round of applause” from the
audience for returning medals that the Science
Olympiad have inadvertently given them.
The Water Quality supervisor had recorded the
correct team number, but being from Michigan,
naturally assumed that the Troy High School team
was from his home state. (There were two Troy
High Schools at the 2002 National Tournament of
the Science Olympiad. One team was from
Michigan and one team was from California.)
Normally it is the policy of the Science Olympiad
not to take medals away from competitors after the
tournament is over, but in this instance the mistake
was caught almost immediately. After the
admonitions of both Chad Holliday (Chairman and
CEO of DuPont) on integrity, and that of Dr. Ben
Carson (Johns Hopkins University) on honesty and
on doing the right thing, no matter the consequences,
we were sure the students did not want to keep the
medals they did not win.
Sometimes doing the right thing is more difficult
than choosing to do nothing. The Olympiad is truly
sorry for any embarrassment that was caused by the
scoring snafu.
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Top Ten Team Results
Invitational Science Olympiad
January 26, 2002
University of Delaware
Place

Division B

Division C

1

Chardon Middle School
Chardon, Ohio

Poudre High School
Fort Collins, Colorado

2

Shady Side Adacemy
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Charter School
Wilmington, Delaware

3

Solon Middle School
Solon, Ohio

Lexington High School
Lexington, Massachusetts

4

P J Gelinas Junior High School
Setauket, New York

Northmont High School
Brookville, Ohio

5

H B duPont Middle School
Hockessin, Delaware

Columbia High School
East Greenbush, New York

6

Community Middle School
Plainsboro, New Jersey

Vestal High School
Vestal, New York

7

Wilbur Middle School
Wichita, Kansas

Lower Merion High School
Ardmore, Pennsylvania

8

Northmont Middle School
Brookville, Ohio

A I duPont High School
Greenville, Delaware

9

Lincoln College Prep middle School Piqua High School
Kansas City, Missouri
Piqua, Ohio

10

Armstrong Middle School
Ontario, New York

Mentor High School
Mentor, Ohio
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would have no idea of how
many teams to prepare for.
3. There would be no knowledge
of the coaches and their
addresses. The contact between
the coordinators and the teams
would be nonexistent. The
schools would not receive
information from the
coordinators or the state office.
4. I am sure teams would arrive
for a competition that we had
no idea were planning to
participate.

Letters to the Editor
Editor,
I am writing to express my opinion on the
suggestion that the manuals be posted on the web.
I believe that there would be a decrease in
memberships. When one reads the rules for
the 23 events, for the first time they are presented
with an awesome program, covering all areas of
science. If a prospective new member were to be
able to read the rules, without joining, they might
have the impression that it is too hard and not join. I
get calls from new members about the difficulty of
the program; however, very few do not participate
and stay as members in succeeding years.
The posting of manuals on the web to be
downloaded by prospective members presents a
clerical problem that is almost without solution.
1. I, a State Director, would have no idea of how
many and what schools are preparing for the
program.
2. There would be no control over what region a
team chose to be in. The regional directors

5. The teams would not know
what events were being used in
the Regionals. Although we
have a recommended list, the regional
coordinators add to the list or not
use
some of the events.
6. Not knowing what schools were downloading
we, the state organization, would have no record
of teams, the regions they are in, or the coaches.
7. There is no method of collecting the correct
registration fee, or for that matter any
registration fee.
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spending many long hours after
school, often into the early
evening hours coaching their
team. They do not want to
worry about conforming to
standards in the additional three
to six hours they are coaching.
Many also spend time on
weekends at their coaching.
Students are participating
because it is fun. They are
learning but in an area they
chose and like. The student in
Chem Lab or Life Science Lab
or any other content area is there
because that subject area is fun
for that studentP. If we start
telling these students they have
to meet standards the fun goes
and so does the student.

I feel this would be one big headache and a chaotic
way of operating.
Editor,
At the board meeting in San Diego, toward the end
of the meeting, the suggestion was brought forward
that the current areas be realigned using the seven
domains of the standards and that events be modified
to correlate more closely with the standards, or
dropped.
I am certain that, in New York, this would
cause a decrease in membership. It may
sound nice and make points for supervisors,
however I do not believe the classroom
teachers who are Science Olympiad coaches
would approve.
Teachers who are coaching teams have spent
an entire school day meeting standards,
frameworks, or whatever the local jargon is.
The last thing they want is to go to a
volunteer job and have to worry as to whether
or not their Science Olympiad team is
conforming to standards. These coaches are

Science Olympiad is, in all but a
few schools, an extracurricular
activity. These are activities the students participate
in because it is fun for them. Are we going to make
basketball, baseball, football, the drama club, the
photography club, etc., conform to standards?
Leave the standards in the school day and leave the
after school time for the students and teachers to do
something that they enjoy.
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The University of Delaware
and the
2002 Science Olympiad
It was just about a year ago that we were putting
the finishing touches on our plans to host the
Invitational and National Science Olympiads.
Supplies had been ordered. Rooms were made
ready. Volunteers had been enlisted and trained.
Signs, programs, t-shirts, and more had been
designed and printed. We were ready for the
thousands of enthusiastic visitors who would soon
compete at the University of Delaware. So much
time and planning had gone into our efforts. From
the Delaware Teachers of Science, to the DuPont
employees celebrating their 200th anniversary, to
the University of Delaware committee members, it
was an exciting time for all of us.
When we had agreed to host the National Science
Olympiad in 2000, we were informed of one
stipulation. The University of Delaware, like all
other host institutions must prove their ability to
handle an Olympiad by hosting a similar
program…a dress rehearsal, if you will. And so, the
idea of the Invitational was born, complete with
participating teams from throughout the country, an
opening and closing ceremony, events to mirror
those at the national event and meals to feed the

many hungry mouths. We hosted the Invitational in
January of 2002 and assessed our efforts in planning
for the National for the following May.
By all accounts, both the invitational and national
tournaments were huge successes. Students from
across the country made their way to Newark ,
Delaware with little difficulty. Events ran smoothly
and winners were announced on time! Thanks to the
miracle of the World Wide Web, the opening and
closing ceremonies were broadcast to those families
and fans of competitors who were unable to travel.
Winners from the Invitational-some who had not made it to a
National before--competed
fiercely in the National Science
Olympiad. And our Delaware
teams stood proudly beside teams
from the rest of the nation.
It has given the University of
Delaware great pride to have
participated in such extraordinary
events. Before the expectant
crowd at the National Science
Olympiad, UD President David P.
Roselle announced that every
participant competing in the
Olympaid would have their
application fee to the University
waived. In addition, all of these
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students who applied would be offered merit
scholarships ranging from $1,000 per year ($4,000
total) to the DuPont Scholar Award of tuition,
books, room and board, and stipend. Based on the
quality of students who compete annually, we
believe that many will receive significant awards.
We have already seen many applications this year
from NSO participants. And it is truly wonderful to
encounter NSO team members when our
Admissions Counselors travel throughout the states.
Per haps the greatest source of pride and
accomplishment comes from the relationships we
forged throughout the past three years. It is
gratifying to now know the very teachers of science
who are with Delaware students before they reach
us. We appreciate their hard work and creativity.
And it is exciting for us to see educational initiatives
being extended by our fondest corporate neighbor in
Delaware. DuPont showed their commitment to
science education through the cooperative planning
of the Invitiational and National Science Olympiads.
The success of these two programs would not have
occurred without the work of all involved. We toast
to future successes and the continuing education of
our students!

Editor’s Note: The Science Olympiad was very
proud to have been to the University of Delaware in
Newark and was thrilled with the level of support
given by the University. Never in our 19-year
history has any institution of higher education
offered the level of scholarship support as has the
University of Delaware. We are proud and
humbled to have been in partnership with the
University of Delaware and the DuPont Company.

More Letters and More Good News!
Editor,
I have just returned from the Indoor Model Airplane
World Championships in Slanic, Romania, where I
was the US Team Manger for both the Senior and
Junior teams. All of the Juniors started modeling in
the Science Olympiad Wright Stuff event and
became interested in continuing with the hobby.
They really showed the world what dedication can
do.
We flew in the world’s strangest site: a salt mine,
400 feet underground. There is a room carved out
that is 100 feet wide, 400 feet long and 210 feet
high. The contest is flown over three days, with two
flights a day for each contestant. The
best two of six flights are scored. We had a full
team of three Juniors, three Seniors and a defending
World Champion.

University of DelawarePresident David P. Roselle
accepting a gift of appreciation from DuPont
Company Chairmsn of the Board, Chad Holliday
prior to the NSO Awards program. The gift was
a collection of gold coins depicting significant
DuPont scientists, in recognition of DuPont’s
200th Anniversary.

Janis Althouse’s former students) had won the
Junior event and had a best flight - only three
seconds behind the top Senior. Ben Saks, from
Shaker Heights, OH was second and Matt Chalker of
Centerville, OH was 6th. Their combined scores beat
the next Junior team by more than ¾ hour! Had they
been grouped with the Senior fliers, Doug and Ben
would have placed 2nd and 3rd. This was an
incredible performance.
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The US also took all of the gold in the Senior events
and the defending World Champion placed 3rd, so
we came home loaded.
I want to thank you for creating such a great
program for students. I don’t say this just because
my hobby has seen a direct benefit; rather, I really
appreciate the emphasis of hands-on problem
solving that the program offers. Regardless of the
subject, getting students to think of clever
approaches to reach goals will stimulate creativity
and help them in the future.
I’m delighted to be a part of Science Olympiad on
the local and state levels and hope to continue at the
national level next year in Columbus.

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
704 S. BRADFORD ST.
DOVER, DE 19904

